
Telespond Senior Services recently launched its Foster Grandparent
Program, which will serve Luzerne and Wyoming Counties. Through
the program, older adults (ages 55+) are connected with children at
local schools and learning centers who have been identified as
having exceptional needs. The foster grandparent volunteers will act
as role models, mentors, and friends. The program is free to children
who participate and all foster grandparent volunteers will receive a
small stipend. The Foster Grandparent program, like Telespond's
long-running Senior Companion program, is funded through
AmeriCorps Seniors.
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FOSTER GRANDPARENT PROGRAM LAUNCHED IN LUZERNE & WYOMING CO. 

To kick off the Foster Grandparent program, Telespond hosted a series
of "Meet and Greet" events where foster grandparent volunteers could
connect and learn more about the program. All new volunteers will
receive 20 hours of pre-service training and then meet monthly with
seasoned foster grandparents for in-service training.

Interested in becoming a foster grandparent? Contact Colleen Garrison
at 570-961-1590 or c.garrison@telespond.org

What's New At Telespond?

Lackawanna Co. Senior Health Fair: 10 a.m. Friday October 14th
Halloween Party: Friday, October 28th
Rock Steady Boxing Demonstration: Tuesday, November 15th
Birthday/Thanksgiving Party with George Rittenhouse: Wednesday,
November 23rd



The Board of Directors of Telespond Senior Services, with offices in Scranton and Kingston,
announced the appointment of Donna Sedor as President/CEO effective August 8th. Sedor replaces
Joseph J. Grilli, MPA, DPA, who is retiring. Sedor holds extensive experience in communications,
fundraising, and program development. Read her welcome letter on page 3. 

To support the development of Telespond's new Foster Grandparent program and on-site advocacy
center, Grilli has been retained as consultant. In his part-time  position, Grilli will also continue to act
as liaison for charitable foundations and grants. 

What's New? (continued)
WELCOME DONNA O'TOOLE SEDOR, NEW PRESIDENT/CEO

Through Telespond's "Lifelong Learning" program, clients are enjoying a full year of educational, cultural and social
events. The program is funded through a 2021 Innovative Impact Grant from the Scranton Area Foundation. 

 Lifelong Learning Spotlight

Laughter Yoga with Jeannine Luby

CDE Exotics

UCP Assistive Technology Demo

The Amazing Franko Magic Show

Elk Mountain Equine Rescue
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For some, we help continue their connection to the community with programs such as Senior
Companions in Lackawanna County and the Foster Grandparent Program in Luzerne and Wyoming
Counties. For others, it is providing a little assistance to help them stay in their home. Our Personal
Care Attendants, help individuals with meal preparation, personal care and minor chores in both
Luzerne and Lackawanna counties. And for individuals who want to get out of the house or those who
need more socialization and care, we have an Adult Day Service Center. For our clients, it provides safe
care, activities and learning opportunities. For their caregivers, it provides a respite opportunity that
extends during the fall/winter with Saturday hours.

This past June, we recognized World Elder Abuse Awareness Day. According to the World Health
Organization estimates, 1 in 6 people over the age of 60 suffer from abuse. Sadly, it happens here in our
region. That is why Telespond is working with the Lackawanna Area Agency on Aging to build an
Advocacy Center right here on our property in Scranton to serve as a place those suffering from abuse
can go and get the services and help they need.

Our aging population looks much different today. We now have a growing number of “grandfluencers”–
folks that are 70 years of age and up who have large followings on social media including fans that are
decades younger! And that is just the beginning of the changes we are and will continue to see. 

For over forty-eight years, Telespond is has been looking for new and better ways to serve our region’s
aging population and their families in partnership with organizations in the region. We would love for
you to join us in that mission. If you would like to help or volunteer or if we can be of help to you and
your family, please reach out. We are just a phone call or email away.

Sincerely,

Donna Sedor
President and CEO, Telespond Senior Services

“Grow old along with me. The best is yet to be.” When I think of this quote
from Robert Browning, I think about what we all want as we age – the ability
to live life on our terms, to continue to learn, to continue to do the things we
love and enjoy the community, good company and a good life. Here at
Telespond, we are dedicated to helping that occur. Our mission is to provide
life-enriching services to older adults and their families on a community-wide
and individual basis.

The Outlook: Page 3



Paint supplies
Glue
Bingo prizes

We also gratefully accept donations toward
future music/entertainment guests 

Thanks to all who support our programs!

Connect with Telespond:
Call (570) 346-7860
Follow us on Facebook and Linkedin 
Send newsletter announcements to
m.kane@telespond.org

Photo Gallery

Clients:
William "Woody" White: September 24
Fred Spatt: October 7
Joseph Kingsley: October 16
Paul Legos: October 17

Birthday Corner Wish List

Staff: 
Theresa Sweeney: September 21
Diane Jaghab: September 24
Colleen Garrison: October 12
Antonio Murphy: October 24
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https://www.google.com/search?q=telespond+senior+services&oq=telespond+senior+se&aqs=chrome.0.35i39i355j46i39i175i199j69i57j0i390l3j69i60j69i61.2320j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#

